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My worthy FzIEN DS who attended 
the Delivery, and deſired an 


Impreſſion of the enſuing 
DiscouRsE. 


Dearly Beloved, 


o * 1 ) 
T is owing to your repeated and earn- 


; | eſt requeſt that the following Sermon 


* 


appears: Any apprehenſion of its being 
made public would have tempted me to 
have laid aſide the thoughts of ſo familiar 
an Addreſs; but I could not decently re- 
fuſe to comply with the unanimous' voice 
of both Congregations, and eſpecially 


a | 4A 2 when 
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- iv DEDICATION. : 


when I knew that their motives were a 


| 5 pious Memorial of the pleaſing inter- 


-» 


courſe they frequently enjoyed in their 
united Aſſemblies; and a deſire of com- 
| mending the like friendly correſpondence 


| to others. 


Some complain, and not without rea- 


ſon, that, in all appearance, we are de- 


clining from bratherly love; at leaſt there 


is not that intimate converſe, and viſible 


- 
XV. V 


friendſhip, which once was known to 
: ſubſiſt among the Miniſters and Churches 
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of Chriſt, to their mutual honor and ad- | 

| vantage: This is the more to be lament- | 

i 1 
| ed, ſeeing unfeigned love of the Brethren 5 
1 is the conſtant Companion of vital re- 

| ligion. 
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Under theſe circumſtances every freſh 
mark of reſpect, and ſeaſonable token of 
love, between adjoining chriſtian Com- 
munities muſt be acceptable to thoſe who 
ſeek the welfare of Iſrael. It certainly 
tends to promote a becoming harmony 


among thoſe who profeſs the ſame goſ- 
pel; and if our example, with others of 


the like kind, ſhall contribute to the de- 
ſireable end, we ſhall not repent this oc- 
caſion of its being made known. 


Other reaſons may be aſſigned why 
ſome are unſociable ; but, in general, one 
manifeſt cauſe of a cold and diſtant be- 
haviour among real Chriſtians is, as I 
apprehend, a miſtaken conduct on their 


different ſentiments and practice in ſome 


point which relates to their holy pro- 
feſſion. 


Throu gh 


vv DE DIC AT ION. 


Through faith we underſtand that the 
happy time will come when the Lord 


ſnall comfort his People with a perfect, 


and univerſal unity in judgment: For 


Zion's watchmen ſhall ſer eye to eye, and 
tft up their voice; with the voice together 


ſhall they ing. Till then we have a plain 
rule, which I take leave to mention: 2 it 
is recorded Philip. iii. 15, 16. Let us 
therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus 
minded: and if in any thing ye be other- 
wiſe minded, God ſhall reveal even this unto 


you. Nevertheleſs,” whereto we have al- 


ready attained, let us:walk by the Jew rule, 
let us mind the ſame thing. 


The wiſdom which is from above, and 


which is pure and peaceable, doth not 


lie in paſſing over, much leſs in acting 


contrary 
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DEDICATION, vv 


contrary to the dictates of our conſcience, 
under a ſpecious pretence of union and 
love: If any make a ſhew in this way, 
$6 they  zealouſly. affect us; but not 


„ well,” 


Genuine charity is diſcovercd in bear- 
ing with one another; 7. e. allowing 
others a difference in opinion or form in 
any particular, not ſubſerſive of the 
foundation of God; and, what fairer : 
proof of this truly Chriſtian toleration 


can be given than this; when Brethren 


of a different perſuaſion gladly embrace 
every opportunity of yielding a practical 
:nſtance of their cordial eſteem for each 
other ? 


I have only further to intreat that 
you would continue in the love. of God, 
hooking 
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vii DEDICATION. 

looking fer the mercy of our Lord Teſus 
Chrift unto eternal life: And ceaſe not 
to pray for us, your faithful Miniſters, 
« Who watch for your ſouls as they that 
& muſt give account.” This, Beloved, 


is the ardent deſire of 


Your affectionate Friend, 


And obliged Servant, 


Mare-pond, Southwark, 
Nev. 5, 1766. 


Benjamin Wallin. 
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— 
FAREWEL-SERMON, Se. 


II COR. XIII. 11 


Finally, brethren, farewel : Be per fell, ze of 
good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; 
and the God of love and peace ſhall be with 
You. 


UR beloved Friends, here preſent, 
whom we have received under this 

roof, while deſtitute of a meeting- 
Place, having by the favor of providence 
compleated their building, and being about 
to return, I have thought it ſeaſonable, and 
hope it may be uſeful to open and apply this 
goſpel - falutation. Your known affection, 
not only to myſelf, and to one another, but 
likewiſe to all who call on the name of Jeſus, 
their Lord-and ours, will not allow me to 
heſitate your joining heartily in every becom- 
ing expreſſion of kindneſs to them at their 
departure, 


B The 


2 rie Chriſfian Sultarian- 


The —ͤ— is too copious to be minutely 
conſidered in a fingle diſcourſe. It is a com- 
pleat exhortation, in Which all things needful 
to the proſperity and joy of a chriſtian Society 
ſtand in a beautiful connexion. A paſſage 
whieh contains my fincete and ardent wiſh 
for our own ſelves, for you, my Brethren, 
who are now going from us, and for all the 
Churches of Jeſus Chriſt. 

My purpoſe is not ſo much to enlarge on 
the directions given in the text, but rather to 
expteſs our fervent defire of your enjoying 
the bleſſing inſured, There is neither the 
fame + occaſion on your part, nor the ke 
authority on mine, which ſubſiſted between 
the Apoſtle and the Corinthians, when he 
wrote this epiſtle, but the words are adapted 


to my friendly deſign, and I hope that the 


liberty I ſhall take in applying the ſubject 
will be accepted in love. 


Three things in general are to be conſider-" 


ed, namely, The Apoſtle's good wiſh, or va- 
lediction, his wholeſom and excellent advice, 


and the encouraging motive by which he ani- 
mates them to walk together in the manner 
preſcribed. 

| I muſt 
+ Schiſms and various diſorders, 
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A Parewel - Sermon, 3 


[ muſt touch very briefly on the two firſt 
of theſe points, that I may be the more par- 
ticular on the laſt, which I have principally 
in view; after handling theſe I ſhall cloſe 
in a few words of reflection and advice on 
our parting; and may the Lord ſucceed my 
endeavour to our mutual 0 


I. The valediction runs in theſe words : 
Finally, brethren, farewel. The Apoſtle had 
wrote largely, and inſiſted on many things 
of the greateſt importance, and being about 
to finiſh his letter he thus expreſſes himſelf : 
Finally, i. e. for the reſt, or as to what re- 
mains; g. d. to cloſe in one word. The cloſ- 
ing paragraph includes this, and the three fol- 


lowing verſes, in which theſe Diſciples are moſt 


affectionately exhorted, ſaluted, and bleſſ- 
ed. But the main inſtruction is. contained 
in the text, with a promiſe, the opening of 
which will be a principal part of our diſ- 
courſe; it ſtands thus introduced, brethren, 
farewel. 

The Apoſtle had learned of the Lord 
not to be aſhamed to call the leaſt in his 
Church by this endearing and reſpectful cha- 
racter; indeed he ſaw and reproved many 
diſorders among the Corinthians, neverthe- 


B 2 leſs 


4 The Chriſtian Salutation. 
leſs he owns them his Brethren, and diſcovers 
an affection ſuited to that intimate ſpiritual 
relation. 21 
It is not becoming our profeſſion to 
unchriſtian perſons, or to unchurch Socie- 
ties, in our opinion and conduct, becauſe 
of ſome irregularities which deſerve to be 
cenſured: we are taught to admoniſh in 
brotherly love, and ſhould not harſhly re- 
Jet a man from our boſom, - whoſe faults 
we are obliged to condemn, but know that, 


in the preſent ſtate, many failings conſiſt 
with uprightneſs of heart. But to return. 


The apoſtles wiſh is farewel y2p*: i. e. 
literally rejoice z it anſwers, ſay the Critics, to 
the Hebrew word We we render peace; a 
term which includes every kind of felicity : 
The ſalutation is common, and implies a 
wiſh of proſperity in body, mind or eſtate : 
Farewel; g. d. peace be with you, may 
. you do well and proſper in all things. This, 
my dear Friends, is our unanimous wiſh te- 
wards you: Was it needful or decent, I am per- 
ſuaded that every voice in connexion with us 
would unite in adopting theſe kind and com- 
Prehenſive words of the Apoſtle, and ſay ; Bre- 
thren farewel: we wiſh you proſperity in the 
name of the Lord. But, Beloved, this hap- 

| pineſs 
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pineſs is to be attained in the uſe of means; 


which leads, 


II. To the wholeſom and excellent ad- 
vice in the text; and this conſiſts in the fol- 
lowing particulars; e perfect, be of good 
comfort, be of one mind, live in peace. Theſe 
ſeveral points hang together, as ſo many links 


of a golden chain, the fitneſs and beauty of 
which cannot be ſufficiently admired, As 


hinted, I can only touch on their ſenſe and 
connexion, in my way to the clauſe, chiefly 


intended in this farewel-diſcourſe, and you 


will bear with my freedom under this head; 
and, | 

I. Be perfect. Whatever ſome may dream, 
there is no abſolute perfection here; nevertheleſs 


perfection is required, and aſcribed in a qua- 


lifed ſenſe, both to individual perſons and 
to bodies of men, who may be comparitively 
perfect in their kind and degree; and each one 


ſhould apply this exhortation of the Apoſtle to 


himſelf ; but his immediate deſign ſeems that 


of being perfect in a ſocial capacity. Perfection 


in a chriſtian Community hath reſpect to her 
doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and works; 


the Church in Sardis was in a threatning 


ſtate when Jeſus from heaven declared by 
his 
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* The Chriſtian Saluratian. 


his Angel, ſaying, Rev. iii. 2. I have not found 
thy works perfect before God; yet, alas, is there 
not reaſon to fear that many Churches are 
chargeable, at leaſt in a degree, with the 
like ſad defect? However, the primary idea 
of the word is neſs, and it more particularly 
points to that branch of ſocial religion, but 


too much neglected in the preſent day, 


namely, the order of the goſpel: it is uſed 
ro expreſs the aptitude of that body in which 
the Word was manifeſted to take away fin. 
Heb. x. g. ** a body haſt thou prepared, or 
o fitted me.” That holy fleſh was duly pre- 
pared for its union with the Son of God, by 
the infinite wiſdom of the Father, and the 
miraculous operation of the Holy Ghoſt. In 
this ſenſe it is alſo uſed chap. xi. 3. where the 
Apoſtle is ſpeaking of the order of things in 
the univerſe ;  ** through faith we underſtand 
<« that the worlds were gi and by the word 
of God.” 

The exhortation is to be taken accord- 
ing to the circumſtances of the People 
unto whom. it is given, if, as at Corinth, 
diſorders prevail in 2 Church, ſhe is hereby 
called upon to ſet things right, and to return 
to due order, for the alluſion is to a Sur. 
geon, whoſe province it is to reſtore, and ſet- 
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'A Farewel - Sermon. 7 
tle every thing to its proper place in the na- 
tural body; but the word is likewiſe ſome- 
times uſed for being more perfect, and may 
be applied to a People who are in an orderly 
ſtate, and conſidered as an exhortation to 
maintain and confirm their happy condition, 
which is of no ſmall importance, there be- 
ing continual danger of one or another fall- 
ing out of his place: No wonder that the 
Apoſtle begins with this, fince, however un- 
faſhionable or flighted, a godly diſcipline 
may be, the purity and peace of a 
Church, and conſequently the comfort and 
joy of her Members depend greatly on it. It 
is therefore highly unreafonable and much to 
be: lamented when Profeſſors are indifferent 


about it. The other articles naturally fol- 


low; conſolation in Chriſt, and comfort of 
love are promoted by the perfection to which 
we are called. Hence the Apoſtle proceeds ; 
Be of good comfort ; this will be the caſe 
where order is preſerved, and eſpecially when 
its Companion, anunimity prevails, which is 
the next thing urged on the Faithful ; Be of 
one mind. Different ſentiments among rea! 


_ Chriſtians are to be expected while we fee bur 
in part, and know but in part, which is no 


imall trial of our faith and charity; but we 
read 


8 The Chriſtian Salutation. 
read that the multitude of the primitive Diſ- 
ciples were of one beart and of one foul, Acts 
iv. 32. And it is needful that the Members 
of the ſame Community be of one mind, in 
principle and practice, that they ſavour, 
affect, and mind the ſame thing not their 
own things, which alas is too often the caſe, 
but the things which are Jeſus Chriſt's.” 
| Now where perfection, comfort, and one- 
neſs of mind prevail, peace will enſue, and 
accordingly the directions finiſh with this fur- 
ther exhortation : Live in peace. This ſtands 
oppoſed to diſſentions and ſtrivings one a- 
gainſt another, and conſiſts in that harmony 
and affection, the reſult of which is a mu- 
tual ſatisfaction and joy. Many are the 
temptations to contention. and diviſion among 
Chriſtians, who are but too prone, through 
the fleſh, to fall into the ſnare of the Enemy, 
who is ſure to take the advantage of their 
folly; there is therefore daily need of exhort- 
ing one another to live in peace, without 
which no Society can be honourable or proſ- 
„ ets be d 
Here, my Friends, charity muſt cover a 
multitude of ſins: Charity is the bond of 
perfectneſs. This is the grand and only 
ſufficient proof to others of our fellowſhip in 
the 
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the Spirit, and of a real communion in Chriſt. 
By this ſhall all men know that ye are my diſciples, 
if ye have love one to another. John xiii. 35. We 
are therefore exhorted, Mark ix. 50. Have 
ſalt in yourſelves, and have peace one with ano- 
ther. Without this favour, affection, and 
peace, our religion is vain. Be then at peace 
among yourſelves, 1 Theſſ. v. 13. A different 
or contrary behaviour in chriſtian Society is 
unworthy their character, who profeſs the 
goſpel of peace; beſides, it grieves the Holy 
Spirit of God, whoſe departure from a Peo- 
ple is to be deprecated as fatal; but the pre- 
ſence and communion of this divine Perſon 
ſeems included in the aſſurance given in our 
text to thoſe who are perfect, and live toge- 
ther in love; which brings me, 


III. To conſider the comprehenſive and 
delightful promiſe: And he God of love and 

peace ſhall be with you. It would require 
greater talents, and more time than I am 
poſſeſſed of fully to diſplay the contents of 
this gracious aſſurance : in general it is a pro- 
miſe of the divine preſence and bleſſing, un- 
der which the Faithful may claim an expecta- 
tion of the favourable preſence of cach di- 
UC vine 
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vine perſon, and conclude that Jehovah, 
Father, Son, and Spirit ſhall be with them : 
The adorable Three are equally, though in 
different. reſpects, concerned in the edifica- 
tion of the Church, and where one dwells in 
mercy, the others are enjoyed; in this view 
of the clauſe i it carries in it nothing leſs than 
the certainty of attaining the whole that is 
expreſſed in the Apoſtle's benediction, viz. 
The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the love 
of Cod, and the communion of the. Holy 
Gheft, which is all that can be deſired, or 
hoped for by them who fear the Lord, even 
when their hearts are enlarged to the utmoſt. 
But I humbly apprehend, God is here to be 
taken perſonally of the F ather, and ſhall 
conſider the ſentence in reference to him. 
Mark, Beloved, the Apoſtle doth not barely 
ſay; and God ſhall be with you.” Though 
that phraſe is uſually taken in a ſenſe that 
might well fatisfy the deſires of his People, 
but he is more explicit and copious for the 
encouragement and joy of the Saints, who 
walk becoming the goſpel of Chriſt; he 
faith, the God of love and peace ſhall be 
« with you.” How delightful the proſpect ! 
With what gladneſs muſt it inſpire the heart 
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of the Believer! Behold, O Chriſtian, God 
the Fathers the great Judge of all, cloathed 
in a mantle of love! See him, as John, in 
the iſle of Patmos beheld him in a viſion ; 
diſplaying his glory as a God of grace: Lo 
a rainbow about his throne; the ſure token 


of his faithfulneſs to the covenant of peace, 
which thy Redeemer, the bd. hath rati- 


fied with his blood ! 

Let us take a view of this endearing and 
amiable character of our God and Father in 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and ſee what a Peo- 
ple may expect from his preſence, according 
to this promiſe. The epithets are two; 
Firſt he is ſtiled a God of lv ,,, An appella- 
tion well ſupported by the divine word; in 
which all the grace and glory revealed in the 
goſpel, and to be obtained at the hands of 
the Mediator, is aſcribed to the ſpecial, un- 
changeable, and everlaſting love of the Fa- 
ther, as the original moving cauſe. He 


may well be ſtiled a God of love, whoſe in- 


finite love was diſplayed from everlaſting in 
the proviſions of his grace, and the bleſſings 
he gave his people in Chriſt, before the 
foundation of the world, as well as in what 
he hath beſtowed upon, and wrought in 

| =: WR them, 
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owing your election of God; and the great - 
neſs of chis love was diſcovered in quicken- 
ing you when dead in treſpaſſes and ſins; 
and above all, this affection of the Father is 
manifeſted, in ſending his only begotten Son 
into the world, that we might live through 


him; and to be a propitiation for our ſins, 
without which we could never have enjoyed 


the fruits of his kindneſs and mercy; this 
18 the higkeſt illuſtration of his love which 
can be conceived of. 2 Jobn iv. g. 

Again, he 1s called the God of peace: an 
epithet no leſs confirmed in the ſcripture of 
truth than the other; peace on earth is the 
effect of the Father's love, who contrived 
and beſtowed it, the purpoſe which he pro- 
poſed in himſelf was a purpoſe of peace to- 
wards the veſſels of mercy afore prepared 
unto glory; what is declared reſpecting the 
return of Iſrael from his captivity, Jer. xxix. 
11. may be applied to the good pleaſure of 
the Lord concerning his Choſen; I know the 


them, in time. To his love, Brethren, is 


thoughts that I think towards you, ſaith the 
Lord, thoughts. of peace, and not of evil, to 
give m an expetzed end. Agreeable to theſe 
thoughts of his heart he entered into a coun- 
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ſel of peace, and covenant of redemption 
with his Son, the Peace-maker, whom he 
gave out of his boſom for us, and having 
reconciled us to himſelf by his ſufferings on 
the croſs, as the God of peace, brought 
this ſame Jeſus again from the dead, the 
great Shepherd of the Sheep, through the 
blood of the everlaſting teſtament ;” and be- 
ing thus reconciled, is on a throne of grace, 
freely diſpenſing peace, and life everlaſting, 
by the Mediator, to every one that believes 
on his name. The Father may likewiſe bear 
this character, as he is not the author of con- 
fuſion but of peace, and delights to dwell 
only where peace is maintained, as appears 
from the text. 

In a word, he is the very God of peace, 
1 Theſſ. v. 22. By every word of his mouth 
he ſpeaks peace to the Faithful; and this is the 
voice of every diſpenſation of his providence 
towards them. He ſpeaks nothing but peace 
to them that fear him. Hence faith the pro- 
phet, Pſalm Ixxxv. 8, I will hear what God 
the Lord will ſpeak: for be will ſpeak peace to 
bis people and to his ſaints. In this engaging 
point of light the Father is preſented to our 


view. He is the God of love and peace; who 


will 
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will take up his abode with them that walk 


together becoming their holy profeſſion. 
Now this divine preſence in the Church is 
that which renders it ſo much deſired by the 
Saints. The tabernacles of the moſt High 
are amiable to all them who love him, be- 


cauſe his ſanctuary is the habitation of his 


houſe, and the place where his honour dwelleth. 


Pſalm xxvi. 8. None who worſhip God 


in the ſpirit, ſeek any thing leſs in coming 
up to the houſe of the Lord, than to behold 
his fair beauty, and to have fellowſhip with 
him, that he may receive a bleſſing from the 
Lord, and righteouſneſs from the God of his 
falvation. For God to dwell with a People 
under the characters laid out in the text, con- 
tains every thing needful to their honour and 
felicity : In a view of this promiſe the Faith- 


ful, who are in order and peace, may en- 
large their deſires; and ſafely indulge the 


higheſt expectations, for it yields a certain 
proſpect of every benefit and bleſſing which 
the love of an almighty Father can beſtow, 
and inſures the fruition of whatſoever may 


be enjoyed, in the preſent ſtate, from the __ 


teous hand of his grace, 
It 
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It may be uſeful ſtill further to remind you 
of ſome particular advantages which reſult 
from this preſence of the Lord with a People, 


or, what a Church may look for in conſe- 


quence of the God of love and peace being 
with her. And, 


1. She may be aſſured af her protection. 
The Almighty is a defence whereſoever he 


dwells. Thus faith the prophet I/aiab xxxi. 


5. The Lord of hoſts will defend Feruſalem ; 
defending alſo be will deliver it. A People en- 
joying this preſence ſhall dwell in the ſecret place 
of the moſt High, ſhall abide under the ſhadow 
of the Almighty. In vain the counſels of hell, 
and the powers of darkneſs, aſſociate againſt 
them. Zion may boaſt in the Lord as Judah, 
when the AHrian forces were pouring in upon 
them, and threatened to fill Immanuel 's land, 
Iſaiah viii. 9, 10. Aſſociate yourſelves, ye peo- 


ple, and ye ſhall be broken in pieces, and give ear 


all ye far countries, who are in alliance with the 
Enemy; gird yourſelves, and ye ſhall be broken 
in pieces; gird yourſelves and ye ſhall be broken 
in pieces. Take counſel together, and it ſhall 


come to noug bt; ſpeak the word, and it ſhall not 


fiand. Whence this bold triumph? For God 
is with us. A well- grounded confidence, For 


/ ＋ 
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If God be for us who can be againſt us? This 
5 then is a certain conſequence of the God of 
love and peace being with you, he will make 
you to dwell in ſafety, and no weapon formed 
againſt you ſhall proſper: For I, ſaith the 
| Lord, to Jeruſalem, will be unto her à wall of 
| fire round about. 

| If any object, That many fair Churches, 
once the glory of a land, have in time been 
| deſtroyed ; It is oranted : There are affecting 


inſtances not only of the gold becoming dim, a 
| but alſo of the candleſtick being removed out ' 
| of his place ; large and flouriſhing Churches 
1 have at length declined, yea, and have even : 
| been utterly diſſolved ; but then, mark; how 
| comes this to paſs? Not from the unfaith- 
4 fulneſs of God; No; but from the treachery 
| and wickedneſs of man : The records of all 

ages, ſacred and prophane, prove that the 
ruin of a goſpel-church ſtate, in any place, 
hath ever enſued on the lukewarmneſs, con- 
tentions, and manifold diforders of nominal 
Chriſtians; witneſs the notorious errors, and 
ſcandalous behaviour of the People in Ala, 
and other parts of the eaſtern world, once 
famous for the light of the goſpel, but'now, 
and for centuries paſt, hath been fearfully 
ſunk 
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funk in mabometan darkneſs. Let God be true 
und every man a liar ;”* his promiſe is ſure, nor 
can an inſtance be produced of a Church be- 
ing diſſolved while God was in the midſt of her, 
or of the-Lord's departing from a People whoſe 
works were perfect before him. But, | 

2. Increaſe is another advantage which at- 
tends this Divine preſence. God works: where 
he dwells; his arm will be revealed, under 
which the power of Satan ſhall be deſtroyed, 
and Sinners reduced, and brought to the obe- 
dience of faith : Where the Lord hath a pavi- 
lion his ſtandard is raiſed, and his People are 
gathered. A viſible increaſe as to numbers is 
not always in the ſame degree, though additions 
by converſion may be reaſonably expected, and 
for the moſt part, more or leſs, accompany the 
preſence of the Lord in the ſenſe of our text : 
However ſucceſs will attend the God of peace, 
whoſe viſible and gracious abode with a Church 
walking together in love, will encourage ma- 
ny to join her: The language of young Con- 
verts, and others, to a People thus honoured, 
will be, as in Zech. viii. 23. We will go with 
you; for we have heard that God is with you. 
Again, | 
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38. It includes ſenſible communion with 
God in the way of his appointment. The 
God of love and peace ſhall be with you, i. e. 
he will commune with you, and manifeſt his 
glory and love in the midſt of you. When 
the Lord dwelt between the Cherubims of old, 
he ſhined from his mercy-ſeat : This was his 
engagement with Moſes, Exodus xxv. 22, 
There will I meet with thee, and will commune 
with thee from above the mercy-ſeat, from be- 


tween the two cherubims which are upon the ark 


of the teſtimony. Under that diſpenſation the 
Lord cauſed his goodneſs to paſs before his 
Servants; the King was held in his galleries; 
he cauſed his face to ſhine on his People, and 
diſcovered himſelf in his temple, to their ad- 
miration and joy: Hence, Pſalm Ixviii. 24. 
They have ſeen thy goings, O God, even the go- 
ings of my God, my King, in the ſanfluary. 
And in the New-Teſtament there are many 
comfortable aſſurances of this communion with 
God in waiting upon him, Rev. iii. 20. If 
any man bear my voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will ſup with him, and be 
with me. What tender and lively expreſſions 
of mutual intercourſe and fellowſhip are theſe! 
O the condeſcending kindneſs and grace of the 


Almighty, 
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A Farewel - Sermon. 19 
Almighty, our covenant God! We may juſtly 
cry out with aſtoniſhment, in the words of the 
king: But will God in very deed thus dwell with 
men on earth! Verily thus it ſeemeth good in 
his ſight. In much the ſame language our 
Saviour aſſures the Diſciples of communion 
with the Father and himſelf, in keeping his 
precepts ; Jobn xiv. 21. He that hath my com- 
mandments and keepeth them be it is that loveth 
me, and he that loveth me ſhall be loved of my 
Father, and I will love him and manifeſt myſelf 
zo him. And again, verſe 23. If a man love 


me, and keep my words, my Father will love him, 


and we will come unto him, and make our abod: 
with him. And the Lord is faithful to his 


word, witneſs the experience of his Saints, 


whoſe teſtimony is ſure, 1 John i. 3. Have 
Fellowſhip with us; and truly our fellowſhip is 
with the Father, aud with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 

And, | 
4. I need only ſay * that pleaſure and joy 
are inſeparable from the fruition of this Divine 
preſence, when diſplayed in a way of ſenſible 
communion. The Faithful indeed are not 
D 2 | always 


»The Reader is deſired to note, That, through the 
ſhortneſs of the ſeaſon, ſeveral hints intended eſcaped, 
and particularly this article was but barely meationed. 
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always thus indulged in waiting on the Lord; 
many things tend to interrupt or occaſion a ſuſ- 
penſion of this holy intercourſe with our God in 
this ſtate; but, when it is enjoyed, it affords 
unſpeakable delight; and where the Lord 
dwells he is more or leſs manifeſting himſelf 
to one or another, whoſe hearts, being opened 
and enlarged under the influence of his love, 
diffuſe a ſweet ſavour, and as it were perfume 
the whole houſe, which yields a moſt grateful 
ſenſation to all that dwell in it. Thus plea- 

ſant 


+ Uninterrupted delightfal Fellowſhip with God ſeems 
not - agreeable to this ſtate of trial, nor has it been the 
general experience of the Saints. Indeed many of the 
primitive Chriſtians appear to have had great joy in God, 
and-ſometimes they were exceedingly tranſported through 8 
the abundance of their ſpiritual entertainments : Their 3 
experience, in this reſpect, went far beyond what is uſually : 
known in the preſent day; but then we are to remember 
that their external ſufferings for the goſpel abounded. 
We walk by faith, not by fight. In the ordinary diſpen- 
ſations of grace it is rare that any are long ſollaced in the 
boſom of their Father, which rather belongs to the hea- 
venly ſtate. This reminds me of what, many years ſince, 
my late honoured Parent dropped from the pulpit : Speak- 
ing of communion with God, he mentioned an eminent 
Believer, who ſrom long obſervation made this remark, 
It is, faith he, for a moment;—and but for a moment; 
« very ſweet—but very ſhort!” I the rather note this 
that none may be diſcouraged who may be under the hidings 
of God's face: Nevertheleſs we may ſeek after, and hope 0 
to obtain, a ſhare of this foretaſte of heaven, if we haue | 
reſpect to all bis commandments, 
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ſant is the communion of Saints, where Je- 
hovah abides, and diſplays his loving-kindnefs 
and grace = GY 
In one word, this promiſe includes every 
thing delightful and profitable: When the 
Apoſtle ſaith, The God of love and peace ſhall 
be with you, he engages for their certain and 
univerſal proſperity, and that they ſhall be 
happy in their fellowſhip with the Lord and 
one another. It is a promiſe which contains 
the ſubſtance of the account given of the hea- 
venly Feruſalem itſelf, or the Church in her 
ſtate of perfection and glory: See Rev. xxi. 3. 
God himſelf ſhall be with them, and ſhall be their 
God. And truly the bleſſedneſs of the Saints 
on earth and in heaven terminates in the pre- 
ſence and' fruition of God; it differs only in 
the medium and degree of felicity; though 
it muſt be acknowledged that this difference 
vaſtly exceeds the power of language to de- 
fcribe, nor can the moſt advanced Believer 
form an adequate idea of the ſtate of his Bre- 
thren who are paſſed into glory. 

Thus it appears that where this promiſe is 
fulfilled (and it ſhall be fulfilled among a 
People who walk together in the manner di- 
rected) happy are that People! their Church- 
ſtate is a kind of heaven upon earth! O that 


the 
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the Lord would create on each of our Churchs 
es, and upon every dwelling-place in mount Zion, 
and upon her aſſemblies, a cloud and ſthoke by day, 
and the ſhining of a flaming fire by night; for 
we know that, where he thus dignifies a Peo- 
ple, upon all that glory there Pall be a defence, 
Iſaiah iv. 5. | W 
You ſee then, Beloved, the wiſh that be- 
comes Brethren in Chriſt towards each other, 
for doubtleſs the Apoſtle is an example in the 
inſtance before us; we are to bid one another 
farewel, i. e. earneſtly deſire and pray for 
our mutual peace in the Lord; in order to 
which we may decently exhort one another 
to be knit together in love, to be united in 
heart and deſign, to mind the ſame thing, 
and to live in peace. This alone will juſ- 
tify our profeſſion, and inſure the commu- 
nion of the Holy Ghoſt, on which depends 
our ſucceſs: They who behave in this manner 
are promiſed the preſence of the Father, in all 
the communications of his grace, as a God 
of love and peace, which carries in it every 
thing conducive to the honor and glory of a 
People; particularly, protection, increaſe, and 
intimate fellowſhip, accompanied with pleaſure 
and joy, and, in a word, the utmoſt pro- 
ſperity. 
I ſhall 
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I ſhall note two things only, and cloſe with 
ſome reflections and n ſuited to the occa- 
ſion of my diſcourſe. 


The one is: How pernicious and ate are 


thoſe who diſturb the peace of a Chriſtian 


Society; let ſuch look to themſelves : Our 
Lord faith 'offences muſt be, but at the fame 
time. denounces a woe on him by whom they 
ſhall come. If the offending of one of Chriſt's 
little Ones will be followed with ſo awful a pu- 
niſhment that, as he declares, it were better for 
the Sinner- that a milſtone was tied about his 


'neck, and that he was caſt into the ſea, 
where muſt the man appear whoſe pride and 


vain glory, and carnal contention, hath broken 
the peace of the Brethren ? or who, it may 
be, hath at leaſt been the remote occaſion 


of the ruin of a Goſpel-church ftate ? If at 
any time we are tempted to a conduct which 


threatens the public tranquility, let us' trem- 
ble at the thoughts of being in any degree 
acceſſary to the hurt, or diſſolution of a People 
in Chriſtian communion. 

The other thing I remark is this: That, 
from the connection there is between living in 


Peace and enjoying the God of love and peace, 


it appears that they are liars, who, notwith- 


ſtanding 
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24 The Chriſtian Salutation. 
ſtanding they openly diſtutb the peace of Iſrael, 


boaſt of their communion with God. We 


are warned in the Scripture not to credit 
thoſe who ſay they have fellowſhip with him and 
yet walk in darkneſs,: 1 John i. 6. It is not 
uncommon tor the; moſt diſorderly; perſons 
to make the higheſt pretences to religion, 
and captivate many; and ſometimes notorious 
Tranſgreſſors this way talk much of their ſpi- 
ritual enjoyments; but they are certainly un- 
der a deluſion; there is a manifeſt analogy in 
the Divine diſpenſations; on the ſame princi- 
ple the Lord communes with a Society hs 
communes with an individual Perſon: If the 
God of love and peace will withdraw from a 
Church where” diſorder and contentions pre- 
vail, which the promiſe in our text implies, 
can it be thought that he will delight in thoſe 
who are at the bottom of this ſinful beha- 


viour ? 


Thanks be to God, at r theſe roots 
of bitterneſs have not ſprung up. in either of 
our Communities; yet, Brethren, let us not 
be ſecure, but rather look out diligently that 
we may be as the garden of the Lord, free 
from noxious weeds, clean, and in good or- 
der! ſo ſhall our beloved Redeemer delight 
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come in among us, and eat his pleaſant 
fruits. | 

I hope I may ſoberly ſay, that our meet- 
ing together ſo long, in the manner we have 
done, without the leaſt uneaſineſs, but with 


a perfect mutual ſatisfaction, is, in my opi- 


nion, a genuine proof of a prevailing good 
ſpirit among us: Had there not been a gene- 
ral habit of peace, and a readineſs to ſubmit 
to one another in love, it is eaſy to ſee that 
diſſenſions might have aroſe. I am ſorry to 
tell it, but ſometimes the Enemy hath availed 
himſelf, and a Church has been divided and 
injured by the ſhameful contention of perſons 
under a profeſſion of religion about ſo trifling 
a matter as a ſeat in the place of their meet- 
ing: This is far from the humility which be- 
comes a Diſciple of Jeſus: But the love of 
God will teach a man to be a door-keeper in 
his houſe, or to ſit on the threſhold, rather 
than for a moment to diſturb Zion's peace. 
We have the pleaſure to find our Friends 
univerſally ſatisfied during this aſſociation, 
and, what is ſtill more delightful,” we hear 
many of them declare, with gratitude to the 
Lord, that he hath owned it to their perſonal 
odification: How far it hath been bleſt to the 


E ſpiritual 


26 The Chriſtian Saltation: 
ſpiritual advantage of the Auditory in gene; 
will one day be known: I am not without 4 
hope that the God of all grace hath made this 
occaſional union, tranſitory as it is, ſubſer- 
vient to the purpoſes of his love; may it 
hereafter appear to each Congregation, that. 
his power hath been exerted to the effectual 
calling of ſome, who ſhall bear an honorable 
teſtimony for Chriſt in their day! In the 
mean time we have reaſon to be thankful that, 
after more than ſeven months aſſembling to- 
gether, we ſeparate in the ſame ſpirit in which 

we firſt united; with this difference only, that 

our reſpect for each other is, I truſt, more 

abundantly confirmed by reciprocal tokens of 
love. F- 
This union will call for future refletionz; = 
and you will not forget, my Beloved, when 
fixed in your own habitation, the things you 
have heard and feen whilſt ſojourning with us. 
If time would permit, I could rehearſe the 
ſubjects of our miniſtry during this period: 
You are this day witneſs of their importance 
and glory, and likewiſe of our harmony in 
the doctrines of the goſpel. Has the trumpet, 
in any inſtance, given an uncertain ſound ? 
Hath it not been the mutual concern of your 
Miniſters 
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A Farewel - Sermon. 27 
Miniſters to improve this opportunity in at- 
tempting to eſtabliſh your hearts in the true 
grace of God? And may we not hope that 
our labour hath hot been altogether in vain ? 
I flatter myſelf that no one will be offend- 
ed at the freedom I take to caution you, leſt 
the pleaſure or profit, which any of either 
Church may have found in the miniſtry of 
the other ſhould unſettle their minds, and en- 
tice them from the place they uſually attend- 
ed. The old Serpent will be too cunning for 
us, if we are not on our guard; Satan may 
get an advantage even from this inſtance of 
Brotherly-kindneſs, if our love is not tem- 
pered with knowledge and judgment ; there- 
fore be not ignorant of his devices. Will it 
not contradict the deſign of this friendly con- 
junction, which was as much as might be to 
keep a Congregation together, while their 
houſe was preparing, if either Community, 
when parted, ſhould ſuffer the loſs of any who 
were accuſtomed to fill up their aſſemblies ? 
And indeed, what advantage can ariſe from a 
change? Have you not full proof that in 
both Churches the ſame doctrine is preached, 
and the like means of Salvation are enjoyed? 
But I hope that we ſhall crown this affair, 
Ces, 0s E 2 like 


28 The Chriſtian Salutation. 


like Men; with a good. underſtanding; not 
unſtable, as ſome, but, on this critical ſepa- 
ration, ſhew a firmneſs of mind, in every 
Man's repairing to his former ſituation. 
And now, my dear Brethren, who are 
from this day to attend in your own proper 
place, what better token of reſpect can we 1 
give you, for I ſpeak not in my own name 
only, I ſay, what more convincing token of 
cordial reſpect can we give you, on parting, 
than this; with an aſſurance of your hearty 4 
welcome to all the accommodation we have 4 
been able to afford you, to diſmiſs Ls with 1 
this chriſtian fare wel? 1 
When Moſes was to remove with the Con- 
gregation of Jae! from Horeb, the Lord gra- 
ciouſly told him, ſaying, My preſence ſball go 
if with thee, and I will give thee reſt, This ſea- 
| 


fonable kindneſs. and condeſcention of the 
moſt High is truly wonderful ; it enlarged the 
heart of his Servant, with an holy fervor and 
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. confidence to reply: If thy Preſence go not With. 

| me, carry us not up hence. You are not like that. 

| Flock, about to depart into a wilderneſs, to be 
expoſed in your. outward circumſtances, you f 
are going to a commodious dwelling; but in 


the moſt convenient ſituation your happineſs 
depends 
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depends on the protection and bleſſing of the 
Almighty ; we, therefore, earneſtly pray that 
this Preſence of the Lord may go with you, 


as we truſt it will continue to abide with us: 


We ſend you hence with this deſire of our 
Souls: The God of love and Peace be with you. 
May he compaſs you with his favor, as with 
a ſhield, and may you increaſe in numbers, 
gifts, and graces, that your Joy in commu- 
nion may be full! 3 

Finally, Beloved, 1 am — EOIE that 
while we thus unanimouſly and earneſtly ſay, 
The Lord be with'yvu z”” you are ready to 
return with the like ardent affection, © We bleſs 
you in the name of che Lord.“ May nothing 
interrupt our harmony and friendſhip on earth, 
till we unite in the Church triumphant; and, 
when ** new Feruſalem ſhall come down from 
& God out of heaven, as a Bride adorned for 
* her Huſband,” may each of our number be 
found in that glorious Body, that we may be 
everlaſting Companions in the fruition of 
that kingdom, which the Father hath pre- 
„ pared for his Choſen, from the foundation 
5 of the World.” Amen. 
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